WHEREAS:

Established in 1846 by an Act of Congress, the Smithsonian Institution is a group of museums
and research centers administered by the United States government; and

WHEREAS:

In 1996, the Smithsonian established the Smithsonian Affiliations program as a means to
share its collection of over 137 million artifacts and specimens with quahlying
organizations, through enrichment programs, exhibits, and many other opportunities; and

WHEREAS:

The Steams :History Museum has a rich hisrory and cultural heritage and remains a powerful
attraction for the tens of thousands of people who visit the museum each year; and

WHEREAS:

The Steams :History Museum is the only museum in Minnesota with the sole focus and
responsibility of collecting, preserving, and interpreting the material culture of Stearns County;
and

W HEREAS:

The Steams :History Museum staff provides ongoing and effective educational opportunities
for all Minnesotans through the museum, library, archives, programs, events, and
publications; and

WHEREAS:

Nationally accredited by the American Alliance of Museums, the Steams :History Museum
enjoys a professional reputation among the more than 17,000 museums in the nation for its
facilities, focus on a strategic mission, and maintenance of professional museum standards
and best practices; and

WHEREAS:

The Steams History Museum has met the Smithsonian Institution's strict program
requirements and demonstrated its ability to assist in telling the nation's story. The
Smithsonian Institution has extended an invitation to the Steams :History Museum to join
more than 170 parmer organizations in the United States, Puerto Rico, and Panama as a
Smithsonian Affiliate as part of the Smithsonian Affiliations program.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, MARK DAYTON, Governor of Minnesota, do hereby proclaim November 12, 2013,
as:

STEARNS HISTORY MUSEUM SMITHSONIAN
A FFILIATION DAY
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and caused the Great Seal of the State of
Minnesota to be affixed at the State Capitol this
1st day of November.
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