
Counties maintain polling places within SVRS. 
Dependent upon their type, polling places can be 
assigned to precincts, school district combina-
tions, or whole elections.   
  
 
 
 
 
 

Polling Place Types 
There are 4 types of polling places in SVRS. 

 Normal 

 Mail Ballot 

 School District 

 Mail Election 
These different  types reflect the various options 
available to jurisdictions.    
 

Normal:   
These locations are designated by council/board 
resolution of the municipality or county for the 
given precinct. (M.S. 204B.16)  They are used for 
city/town, county, state and federal elections. 
A normal polling place is assigned to an individu-
al precinct(s).  
 
Mail Ballot: 
An eligible single precinct, municipality, or unor-
ganized territory can adopt mail balloting for mu-
nicipal elections, state/county elections or both. 
(M.S. 204B.45) At these elections, ballots are 
sent to registered voters, and the office of the 
auditor or clerk is the only polling place.  
A mail ballot polling place is assigned to an indi-
vidual precinct(s).   
 

 
 

Introduction to SVRS 
Polling Places 

Rev.  04/05/2018 

School District: 
At standalone school elections, the school board 
may designate a polling place(s) to serve one or 
more precincts within their district. (M.S. 205A.11)  
A school district polling place is assigned to a 
school district combination or a specific school dis-
trict special election.  
 

Mail Election:  
A county, municipality or school district can opt to 
hold a special question election by mail with the 
office of the auditor or clerk serving as the only 
polling place. (M.S. 204B.46) Unlike mail balloting, 
this arrangement is election-specific, expiring after 
the particular special election is over. 
A mail election polling place is assigned to a     
specific special election.  
 

Relationship between Precincts and Polling 
Places 
A precinct may have more than one type of polling 
place assigned to it. For example a township pre-
cinct that votes by mail ballot for state/county elec-
tions and holds their local elections in March at the 
town hall, will have a mail ballot polling place and a 
normal polling place assigned.  

 

Permanent or Temporary Status 
When assigned to a precinct or school district  
combination, a polling place is given a status of 
Permanent or Temporary.  
Permanent means the location is regularly used by 
the precinct. A precinct can have only 1 permanent 
polling place for each type. For example, a pre-
cinct, which it is mail ballot can have 2 permanent 

polling places: 1 is the mail ballot polling place 
(used at state/county elections) the other is the 
normal polling place (used for separate location 
elections.) A precinct cannot have 2 normal per-
manent polling places assigned.    
Temporary means a location in use for a just brief 
period because the permanent  location is unavail-
able. A precinct can have both a permanent polling 
place and a temporary polling place of the same 
type assigned to it.  
 
A temporary polling place overrides a permanent 
polling place, meaning that if a precinct has both a 
normal permanent polling place and a normal tem-
porary polling place assigned to it, the temporary 
polling place will be displayed in reports and on the 
polling place finder as the current polling location.  
When a precinct no longer uses the temporary lo-
cation, it can be unassigned.  
 
Assigning Polling Places 
A polling place can be assigned to a precinct:  

 Through the Polling Place maintenance 
screens 

-or- 

 Through the Precinct maintenance screens.  
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Maintaining Polling Places 
A polling place can be assigned to multiple pre-
cincts. Before setting up a new polling place of any 
type, conduct a search of all inactive, permanent or 
temporary polling places.   
 
 
 
 
A thorough search can prevent the addition of   
duplicate locations.  
 
Further Resources   
There are separate instructions for each polling 
place type. See:  

 Adding and Assigning a Normal Polling Place 

 Setting Up a Mail Ballot Precinct 

 Adding a School District Polling Place  

 Setting Up a Mail Election Polling Place    
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