MINUTES
State Canvassing Board
January 5, 2009
2:30 p.m.
Room 10, State Office Building
Saint Paul, Minnesota
Call to Order and Adoption of Agenda
Secretary Ritchie called the meeting to order at 2:27 p.m. Other members of the State Canvassing
Board present included Minnesota Supreme Court Chief Justice Eric Magnuson, Minnesota
Supreme Court Associate Justice G. Barry Anderson, Second Judicial District Chief Judge Kathleen
Gearin, and Second Judicial District Assistant Chief Judge Edward Cleary. Also present were
Deputy Secretary of State Jim Gelbmann, Elections Director Gary Poser, Business and Legal
Analyst Bert Black, and other staff from the Office of the Secretary of State.
Secretary Ritchie asked that a motion be made for the adoption of the meeting’s agenda. Chief
Justice Magnuson so moved, and the Justice Anderson seconded the motion. The motion was
adopted without opposition.
Approval of Minutes from the Dec. 16 – 19 Meeting of the State Canvassing Board
Judge Gearin moved that the board approve the minutes from the December 16 – 19 meeting of the
State Canvassing Board. Chief Justice Magnuson seconded the motion. The motion passed without
opposition.
Consideration of Approval of Minutes Yet to Be Completed
Secretary Ritchie remarked that since the completion of the December 19 meeting the board has
met three additional times. Since the State Canvassing Board is not scheduled to meet again until
September of 2010, Secretary Ritchie made a motion for the board to authorize the Office of the
Secretary of State to compile and edit the minutes of the December 23, December 30, and January 5
meetings of the State Canvassing Board, subject to the review of and corrections submitted in
writing by all members of the board, and that those minutes as reviewed and corrected are approved.
Chief Justice Magnuson seconded the motion. Their being no further discussion, the motion passed
without opposition.
Report from State Recount Director on Results of Count of Wrongly Rejected Absentee
Ballots
Secretary Ritchie recognized Mr. Gary Poser. Mr. Poser reported that regional meetings were held
between December 30 and January 2 for the two campaigns and local election officials to review
wrongly rejected absentee ballots and agree on which ballots were to be forwarded to the Office of
the Secretary of State. On January 3, the Office of the Secretary of State opened the absentee ballot
envelopes and determined that 933 ballots were submitted for counting. Some counties forwarded

ballots that were not agreed upon by both campaigns, and others sent additional ballots. These were
not included in the count.
The 933 ballots were counted with representatives of each campaign present. One ballot was
challenged because of an identifying mark, but that challenge was subsequently withdrawn. The
results are detailed in the Final Recount Summary Report provided to the board.1
Judge Cleary asked Mr. Poser for a confirmation that there are no remaining challenged ballots
based on the issue of voter intent. Mr. Poser replied that this is correct.
Consideration of Report of Final Recount Totals
The board next turned its attention to the certification of results of the November 4, 2008 election.
Secretary Ritchie noted that the board certifying the results does not declare a winner or a loser in
the senate race.
Mr. Poser stated that the board has been presented with two recount reports, the Recount
Canvassing Report and the Final Recount Summary Report. On the seventh page of the Final
Recount Canvassing Report the total allocation of votes for Coleman and Franken are listed.
Secretary Ritchie asked the board if it had any question regarding the Final Recount Summary
Report. The board had none.
Mr. Poser then directed the board’s attention to the Recount Canvassing Report. This report, as
required by statute, contains the same revised totals for Coleman and Franken as reported in the
Final Recount Summary Report, as well as the total number of votes allotted to other candidates.
The fifth page of the report contains the totals for the wrongfully rejected absentee ballots counted
on January 3.
Judge Cleary moved to accept the Recount Canvassing Report. Chief Justice Magnuson seconded
the motion. Their being no further discussion, the motion passed without opposition.
Signing of Results Certification
The board then signed the results certificate, thus certifying the results of the election.
Concluding Remarks
Secretary Ritchie remarked that the recount has been an amazing process from which much has
been learned. He welcomed members of the board to deliver any comments they may wish to make
at this time.
Justice Anderson suggested that Secretary Ritchie comment on the difference between the certificate
signed by the board today and the certificate that will certify the election. Secretary Ritchie agreed,
stating that the ultimate certifying of the election is done by Governor Pawlenty issuing a certificate
Copies of the Final Recount Summary Report and the Recount Canvassing Report are attached at the end of this
document.
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of election, which is then co-signed by the Secretary of State. The issuance of such a certificate can
happen no sooner than seven days after the State Canvassing Board certifies the election results, and
it will not be issued until any election contest has been concluded.
Judge Cleary stated that he wanted the voters of Minnesota to know that the board has done the
best it could within the confines of the law as the board saw them. He thanked the staff of the
Office of the Secretary of State for working long hours and he believes they have been subjected to
unfair criticism. Judge Cleary thanked the fellow members of the board and Secretary Ritchie.
Chief Justice Magnuson remarked that the recount has been an important and historic effort and
everyone involved in the process has worked extremely hard. He commended Secretary Ritchie for
his work and stated that he was impressed with the recount process and gratified to be a participant.
Judge Gearin stated that tomorrow would mark her 22nd anniversary as serving as a judge in the
district court. Serving on the State Canvassing board has been a challenge, but she has been very
impressed with the Secretary of State and especially his staff in their service to the public. The
recount process has been fascinating, sometimes frustrating, but always exciting. Judge Gearin
thanked her fellow board members, and noted that the board started this process with the
recognition that voting is sacred and every vote should be treated respectfully. She noted that any
mistakes the board may have made have been the mistakes of honest and good-hearted people, just
like the people of Minnesota. The process has been transparent and every decision that the board
has made is available to be seen by the whole country. She concluded by saying that she was proud
of the openness of the process and proud to be from Minnesota.
Justice Anderson expressed his appreciation to the staff of the Office of the Secretary of State, as
well as the lawyers from both campaigns for the work done throughout the recount. He noted that
the campaigns had significant and strongly held differences of opinion but both behaved
professionally. There is much to learn from the process that the board has just gone through and he
hopes that this will result in improvements in the process being made.
Secretary Ritchie concluded the meeting by noting that the system of government that the board has
been operating under was developed a hundred and fifty years ago and the board owes much to the
wisdom of the Minnesotans who originally set this system in place. Following the 1962 gubernatorial
recount, the system was again changed because of what was learned during that process. The board
inherited the wisdom of these systems and this recount has reaffirmed the wisdom and strength of
the process. Secretary Ritchie thanked his staff and Minnesota’s local election officials. He also
thanked the campaign attorneys for helping move the process forward, the members of the media
for ensuring the process was transparent, and the citizens of Minnesota for expecting the board to
operate from a point of consensus. He thanked the board members for their service and noted that
he feels that Minnesotans can be proud of the work done by the board and that the recount has
provided insight into how to further improve the elections system for recounts to come.
There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 2:46 p.m.

