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Mark Ritchie


Minnesota Secretary of State

December 20, 2007

RE: Proposed Amendments to Rules Governing Voter Registration and Absentee Voting, Minnesota Rules, chapters 8200 and 8210


Dear [honorific][name],

The Office of the Secretary of State is proposing new or amended Rules in election law. A Notice of Hearing and the text of the Rules will be published in the State Register on  December 24, 2007. The purpose of this letter is to provide you with a hard copy of the Notice of Hearing, the Proposed Rules and the Statement of Need and Reasonableness (SONAR), and to solicit your comments during the 30-day comment period commencing December 25, 2007, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, chapter 14.

All of the enclosed materials are also available at http://www.sos.state.mn.us/home/index.asp?page=753
The persons receiving specific personal notice of the Notice of Hearing, the text of the Proposed Rules and the SONAR are:

· All members of the following legislative committees with policy oversight in this area of law:

· House Governmental Operations, Reform, Technology and Elections Committee; 


· Elections Subcommittee of the Senate State and Local Government Operations and Oversight Committee; and 

· Senate State and Local Government Operations and Oversight Committee.
· Chairs and Ranking Minority Members of the following legislative committees with fiscal oversight in this area:

· House State Government Finance Division; 
· House Finance Committee;

· Senate State Government Budget Division; and

· Senate Finance Committee.
· House and Senate Leadership from the Majority and Minority Caucuses.
· Governor Pawlenty.
· Former Secretaries of State Mary Kiffmeyer, Joan Anderson Growe, and Arlen Erdahl.
· Chairs of Minnesota’s officially recognized major and minor parties (Democratic-Farmer-Labor, Republican, Independence, and Green).
· Alan Weinblatt, election attorney.
· Tony Trimble, election attorney.
· William Mohrman, attorney at law.
· Members of the Voter Registration Application Redesign Committee originally appointed by former Secretary Mary Kiffmeyer.
· Representatives of local government:
· Association of Minnesota Counties;
· League of Minnesota Cities;
· Minnesota Association of County Officers/Minnesota County Auditors;
· Minnesota Association of Townships; and
· Minnesota School Board Association.
· Representatives of student organizations:

· Minnesota State College Student Association;
· Minnesota State University Student Association;
· Minnesota Student Association (University of Minnesota); and
· Minnesota Association of Private College Students.
· Representatives of postsecondary educational institutions:

· MNSCU Board;
· University of Minnesota; and
· Minnesota Private College Council.
· Representatives of the following public-interest groups:

· Center of the American Experiment;
· League of Women Voters of Minnesota;
· Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life;
· Minnesota Commission Serving Deaf and Hard of Hearing People;
· Minnesota Council of Nonprofits;
· Minnesota Disability Law Center;
· Minnesota Senior Federation;
· Minnesota State Council on Disability;

· Taxpayers League of Minnesota; and

· TakeAction Minnesota.
· Representatives of the following groups representing communities of color in Minnesota:
· Council on Asian-Pacific Minnesotans;

· Council on Black Minnesotans;

· Hmong Organizing Project;

· Chicano-Latino Affairs Council;

· Minnesota Indian Affairs Council; and

· Native Vote Alliance of Minnesota.
Pursuant to the attached Notice of Hearing, please address any correspondence, questions or other comments to:

Administrative Law Judge Richard C. Luis. The judge can be reached at the Office of Administrative Hearings, 600 North Robert Street, P.O. Box 64620, Saint Paul, Minnesota 55164-0620, telephone 651-361-7843, and FAX 651-361-7936.
The agency contact person is: Bert Black, Legal Advisor, Office of the Secretary of State, 180 State Office Building, 100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd, Saint Paul MN 55155, Bert.Black@state.mn.us, 651-201-1326 or 1-877-600-8683 (voice) and 651-215-0682 (FAX), or through the Minnesota Relay Service, 1-800-627-3529.

Thank you for your interest in Minnesota’s Election Rules.

Sincerely,
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Mark Ritchie
Secretary of State
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